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AN ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE ENGINEERING
SECTION, AT THE CENTENARY MEETING OF THE BRITISH
ASSOCIATION, LONDON, 1931 *

IT is perhaps right to warn you at the outset that
this is an attempt to kill two birds with one rather
large stone. The address has to serve a double
purpose. Besides being the usual offering to convention
which is expected of the President of a Section, it has the
responsibility of being a Thesis, delivered in fulfilment of
a trust which was undertaken by the British Association
many years ago. The thesis has a prescribed theme. So
instead of being free, as presidents of sections generally
are, to choose any text, or none, I find a text ready chosen
for me. It is taken, as you will presently see, from one of
the prophets. Not one of the minor prophets, for the
prophecy about which I have to speak was uttered by
Sir Frederick Bramwell. Nobody who is old enough to
recall BramwelTs commanding presence, his generous
proportions, his patriarchal air, his pleasant acceptance
of acknowledged leadership, will ever think of him in
terms such as the wordr minor' would imply. Fifty years
ago he was Pontifex Maximus in the world of engineering,

1 The late Sir Frederick Bramwell in 1903 made provision for the
preparation of a thesis or lecture ' dealing with the whole question of
' the prime-movers of 1931, and especially with the then relation between
steam engines and internal-combustion engines/ to be given at the.
Centenary Meeting, This Presidential Address to Section G (Engineer-
ing) is the lecture thus ordained by Bramwell.